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urination which men usually show, when their purses are in 
clanger. 

The zeal and interest, with which Mr. Stone has hunted up 
all memorials of the terrible scene, which every one associates 
with the name of Wyoming, proceeded at first from his care 
for the reputation of Brant, or Thayendanegia, as it is now 
the fashion to call him, whom he has successfully vindicated 
from the charge of being present at and directing the massacre. 
Many a thrilling tale connected with that bloody event has he 
gleaned from the aged survivors of the battle ; and, though the 
mass of tradition needs to be winnowed a little, before abso- 
lute credit can be given to it, yet it furnishes good material for 
the historian, and a graphic commentary upon the pleasing tale 
by Campbell. The sketch of the earlier contests, of which 
this valley was the theatre, when the men of Connecticut dis- 
puted its ownership with those of Pennsylvania's executed with 
great freedom and liveliness, though it is unequally done, and 
the writer should have been more scrupulous in admitting 
doubtful testimony. On the whole, he has made a pleasant and 
instructive book, the contents of which deserve the rich garb, 
with which the liberal spirit of the publisher has clothed it. 
Washington Irving has contributed to it a biographical sketch 
of the poet Campbell, for the fidelity and agreeableness of 
which his name is a sufficient guaranty. The English bard 
has no reason to be ashamed of the company in which he is 
placed before his American readers. 



10. — Notes on the United States of America during a Phreno- 
logical Visit in 1838 - 1840. By George Combe. In 
Two Volumes. 16mo. pp. 373 and 405. 

There is no great instruction to be derived from these vol- 
umes, by readers either abroad or in this country ; but they 
are written generally with good sense, and throughout in an 
amiable vein, except when occasionally the author is provoked, 
— as who would not be ? — when he falls in with those who 
flout his hobby. We find no fault with what he apologizes 
for, his ample notices of objects and customs familiar to our 
own people. The book was prepared rather for foreign readers, 
and a traveller, writing with that design, does well to record 
such things minutely, while their novelty secures his own at- 
tention. The very fact, that they attract his notice, while they 
pass as a matter of course with those whom he is visiting, 
shows them to be characteristic. As to Mr. Combe's observa- 
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tions and speculations upon the state of parties in this country, 
and the present and future working of its institutions, they are 
as good as would be made by any one fair-minded traveller in 
a hundred with his opportunities, which is not speaking very 
extravagantly in their praise. The work is pervaded by an 
excellent moral tone. It uses generous commendation when 
apparent circumstances warrant it. Reproof is sparingly ad- 
ministered, never in a fault-finding spirit, generally with 
good judgment, and always in a tone of frank and manly 
earnestness. As to taste, there is not much to except against, 
unless it be the stilted attitude, in which the most unquestion- 
able verities are announced. But this comes of the vocation. 
It is hard for a preacher or a lecturer not to play Sir Oracle, 
even in a gossiping book of travels. Says Mr. Combe ; 

" I have endeavoured, in this work, to expound the principle, that 
mental action is the first requisite to moral and intellectual improve- 
ment. If we expect to confer on the British people intelligence, we 
must advocate them." — Vol. n. p. 318. 

" I earnestly press on your attention the great truth, that our affec- 
tive faculties, both animal and moral, are in themselves blind im- 
pulses, and that they stand in need of constant guidance." — Ibid. 

p. 33a 

And much more in the same style. Dr. Channing, of whom 
Mr. Combe is a devoted admirer, sometimes writes in this 
way. But it requires all the graces of his eminent genius to 
make it tolerable. Smaller wits should beware of such experi- 
ments. Now and then, in a like ambitious mood, there is in- 
dited some ponderous generalization which the reader pauses 
and summons his faculties to master ; as, 

" The conflicts of your sects will do more for the improvement of 
Christianity than has been accomplished by all the commentators who 
have labored in the field since the Reformation." — Ibid. p. 346. 

A statement which would be more satisfactory to the reader, 
did he better perceive that the conflicts of sects and the labors 
of commentators are two absolutely independent things. Again, 
the reader is put in the way to understand what is meant by 
" public opinion," by the following lucid definition : — 

"What is public opinion ? It is the outward expression of the par- 
ticular group of faculties which may happen to predominate in activity 
in the majority of the people for the moment." — Ibid. p. 334. 

To phrenology is awarded the credit of 

" Unfolding to us the great facts that we possess moral and intellec- 
tual faculties invested with authority to rule over and direct the animal 
propensities ; and the propensities have all a legitimate sphere of ac- 
tion." — Ibid. p. 340. 
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If Mr. Combe thinks that these " great facts" were never 
unfolded before, and that phrenology unfolded them, it is less 
surprising that he holds it in such high esteem. It must be 
owned, however, that he does not obtrude it very much upon 
his readers, and his fellow-believers, whom the reference to it 
on the title-page may attract to his book, may naturally be 
disappointed in this particular. He gives statements of the 
degree of interest excited by his lectures upon it in different 
places, and occasionally describes the craniological develope- 
ments of distinguished individuals. But for the most part the 
subject is made to give place to others commanding a more 
general sympathy, and it is only at the close of the work that 
it is prominently set forth as affording practical expedients of 
the most important efficiency. There the enthusiasm of this 
philosophy runs riot with him through some three or four un- 
flinching pages. 



11. — Miniature Romances from the German, with other Prolu- 
sions of Light Literature. Boston : C. C. Little & J. 
Brown. 1841. 12mo. pp. 324. 

Having formerly noticed Mr. Tracy's beautiful translation 
of the most delicate of modern Romances, La Motte Fouque's 
" Undine," it is unnecessary to say much of the present vo- 
lume. We are glad to see that the merits of this translation 
have attracted the attention of the London publishers, and 
that a handsome edition has there been issued by the poet- 
publisher, Edward Moxon. The little volume now before us 
contains the translation of " Undine," revised and improved, to- 
gether with several other pieces ; some translated from the 
German, and some original. Among other things we notice a 
faithful and beautiful Italian version of Coleridge's most finished 
poem, " Love," which (the translation we mean) we have long 
been familiar with in manuscript, and long wished to see in 
print, by Mr. P. D'Alessandro, an Italian gentleman, whose 
literary accomplishments are well known and highly appre- 
ciated in this community. He has entered into the spirit of 
his exquisite original, and adhered to the very turns of expres- 
sion with extraordinary fidelity, making it at the same time a 
very finished and harmonious Italian poem. This is to solve 
successfully the highest problem of translation. 



